Summer Reading List:  (2019-2020)
Students must read the required book (***) from their grade list.  Students in grades 9th-12th will be objectively tested over this book during the first full week of school.  
Each student must also choose an additional book from the remaining book choices.  This ‘elective’ book will be tested in an alternative manner to be discussed the first week of school.  
Upcoming 9th Grade:

Driver’s Ed by Caroline B. Cooney

Two teenagers remove a STOP sign as part of a driver's education "class project," resulting in the death of a young mother at that intersection.  This book deals with the aftermath and the finality of death.  

Tears of a Tiger by Sharon M. Draper

After the death of his longtime friend and fellow Hazelwood Tiger in a car accident, Andy, the driver, blames himself and cannot get past his guilt and pain. Uniquely written, the lives of Andy and his friends are traced through a series of letters, articles, homework assignments, and dialogues.

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

Melinda Sordino is forced into the worst year of her life. Her best friend, Rachel Bruin, has turned against her with all other of Melinda's fellow students looking away; not daring to take a single glance at Melinda. All because of one stupid end-of-summer party and something that should have never happened.  
*** Tuesday’s with Morrie by Mitch Albom (required book)
Morrie was Mitch’s beloved college professor years ago.  He rediscovers Morrie in the last months of the older man's life.  Knowing he was dying, Morrie visited with Mitch in his study every Tuesday, just as they used to back in college.  Their rekindled relationship turned into one final "class": lessons in how to live.
Upcoming 10th Grade:

The Andromeda Strain by Michael Crichton
Five prominent biophysicists give the United States government an urgent warning: sterilization procedures of returning space probes may be inadequate to guarantee uncontaminated reentry into the atmosphere. Then, a probe satellite falls to Earth, and in a nearby town of Piedmont, bodies lie heaped and flung across the ground. The terror has begun…
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court by Mark Twain
A man named Hank Morgan, also known as the Yankee, works at a factory in Hartford, Connecticut in the late 1800s. During a fight, Hank is hit in the head and loses consciousness. He wakes up in a strange place, under an oak tree on the outskirts of Camelot. Hank is immediately challenged to a joust by Sir Kay, King Arthur's foster brother and a Knight of the Round Table.
The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas

The classic story of an innocent man wrongly, but deliberately, imprisoned and his brilliant strategy for revenge against those who betrayed him.
***Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie

Just after midnight, the famous Orient Express is stopped in its tracks by a snowdrift. By morning, the millionaire Samuel Ratchett lies dead in his compartment, stabbed a dozen times, his door locked from the inside. One of his fellow passengers must be the murderer.

Upcoming 11th Grade:

Fire From the Rock by Sharon M. Draper

Sylvia is shocked and confused when she is asked to be one of the first black students to attend Central High School, which is scheduled to be integrated in the fall of 1957, whether people like it or not.  Smoldering racial tension in the town ignites into flame.

Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehenreich

Written from the perspective as an undercover journalist, this nonfiction book sets out to investigate the impact of the 1996 welfare reform act on the working poor in the United States. Can anyone survive, let alone prosper, on $6-$7 an hour? To find out, Ehrenreich moved from Florida to Maine to Minnesota, taking the cheapest lodgings available and accepting work as a waitress, hotel maid, house cleaner, nursing home aide, and Wal-Mart salesperson. She soon discovered that even the "lowliest" occupations might not provide enough to live.  
Monster by Walter Dean Myers
This book tells the story of Steve Harmon, a teenage boy in juvenile detention and on trial. Presented as a screenplay of Steve's own imagination, and peppered with journal entries, the book shows how one single decision can change our whole lives---even as a teenager.  
***Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (required book)

Guy Montag is a fireman. In his world, where television rules and literature is on the brink of extinction, firemen start fires rather than put them out. His job is to destroy the most illegal of commodities, the printed book, along with the houses in which they are hidden.  He soon begins to question everything he has ever known. He starts hiding books in his home, and when his pilfering is discovered, the fireman has to run for his life

Upcoming 12th Grade:

The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
Dorian Gray retains his youth and energy, despite the many years that go by. Hidden from the world is a portrait of him that records his true nature on its surface and ages day by day.

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen

The Bennett sisters must find husbands to marry in order to financially support themselves and maintain their lifestyles. Elizabeth Bennett meets Mr. Darcy and immediately gains the wrong impression of him. Is Darcy truly the snobbish man she believes, or could she be mistaken?

Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier

With a husband she barely knows, a young bride arrives at an immense estate, and feels overshadowed by her husband’s previous wife. As events unravel, the narrator finds out the death of Rebecca isn’t quite what it seems…
***1984 by George Orwell
In the distant future, a young man named Winston Smith works in the Ministry of Truth. In the city of Oceania, Big Brother watches every movement and controls every thought. But soon, Winston considers rebelling against the all controlling government, to some unexpected consequences…

